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INDIANS IN KENYA

Lord Reading's Speech at Simla on 21st July 1923

in Reply to a Delegation of 15 Non-Official Members

of ike Council of State.

The views you have expressed to me are a powerful present-
ment of Indian opinion by Councillors of State whose sobriety
of judgment and sense of responsibility I have learnt to value
and respect.   The occasion of your interview with me is unusual,
inasmuch as your Chamber is still in session, but I appreciate
your reasons for wishing to place your opinions before me by this
means in order that I may communicate them to His Majesty's
Government before they reach the final stage in their considera-
tion of the Kenya problem.   I am, however, greatly embarrassed
in discussing the situation with you, as, indeed, you have shown
you are well aware from your address to me, and I readily
acknowledge your desire not to place me and my Government
in a more difficult position than is inevitable in the present
conditions.   At the moment of addressing you I do not know
whether His Majesty's Government has reached a decision, and,
if it has, what are its terms.   My Government has quite lately
been consulted upon certain points at issue, and has made
representations in reply to the Secretary of State.   I much
regret, therefore, that I cannot speak to you with the freedom
and frankness I should wish, and that I cannot enter into dis-
cussion with you regarding the negotiations which have been,
and, as far as I am aware, may still be proceeding.   It has been
publicly known for some time that a decision of His Majesty's
Government will be announced in a very few days, and it is,
therefore, not surprising that prophecies and rumours should
reach you, although I am not aware of the exact form they have
taken or of the information upon which they are based.   It
is, natural, therefore, that your anxiety to obtain some forecast
of the probable terms of His Majesty's Government's decision
should be as keen as the intensity of interest in this problem
among those who influence responsible Indian thought.

I wish I were able to give you some indication of the probable
conclusions of His Majesty's Government, but, as I have already
explained to you, that is impossible at this moment. I can
only say to you that the Imperial Government is fully conscious
of the importance to Imperial interests of the issues raised.
You rightly observe that you need not elaborate to me the state
of public feeling in India upon the question. We have been